






Name of smaller authority: Bishopsteignton Parish Council

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): Devon

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

2020/21 2021/22 Variance Variance

Explanation 

Required?

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures 

input, DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

£ £ £ %

123,659 160,395

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not 

required - Balance brought forward agrees

60,894 62,206 1,312 2.15% NO  

65,658 62,948 -2,710 4.13% NO  

27,290 30,212 2,922 10.71% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

62,526 99,901 37,375 59.78% YES  During finacial year 21-22 the Council spent some Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which has 

been held in reserves since receipt in previous years. Payments made included:

- Floodlights upgrade at £11,105

- Bus Shelters works at £4,200

- Vehicle Activated speed signs at £8,322

- Street furniture (various) at £3,539

- Defibrillators (replacement & new) at £4,876

TOTAL £32,042

7 Balances Carried Forward 160,395 155,436 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

YES EXPLANATION REQUIRED ON RESERVES TAB AS 

TO WHY CARRY FORWARD RESERVES ARE 

GREATER THAN TWICE INCOME FROM LOCAL 

TAXATION/LEVIES

160,395 155,436 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

277,802 290,652 12,850 4.63% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the 

green boxes where relevant:

• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200); 

• New from 2020/21 onwards: variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation year on 

year;

• a breakdown of approved reserves on the next tab if the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more than twice the annual 

precept/rates & levies value (Box 2).

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

Explanation of variances – pro forma 

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets



Explanation for ‘high’ reserves
(Please complete the highlighted boxes.)

Box 7 is more than twice Box 2 because the authority held the following breakdown of reserves at the year end:

£ £ £

Earmarked reserves:

Burial Fund 86395

Remaining CIL 34332

Election 2023 6289

Various unspent Grants 11851

Held in trust 876

Emergency Resilience fund 1200

Unspent agency grant (P3) 370

IT reserve 794

Training budget (unspent due to Covid) 685

Parish Maintenance budget for future asset purchases 2572

Grant earmarked for transferred asset only 8879

Quarter 4 VAT to be reclaimed -2941

151302

General reserve 4134

4134

Total reserves (must agree to Box 7) 155436
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Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 

In respect of Bishopsteignton Parish Council – DV0038 
ow 

 

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that 
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full 
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.  

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on 
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ . 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a 
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which:  

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and  
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external 
auditors. 

2 External auditor report 2021/22 

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2022.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
 

 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 
None 

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note 
AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk) 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 
 

External Auditor Name 
 

External Auditor Signature 
 

27/09/2022 
 

Date 
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